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Additional staff members instrumental in developing this report are: 


Anne Batey Computer Education Specialist, Technology Program, 
Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 


Karan Reed Green, Research Associate, Literacy and Language Program, 


Northwest Regional Educational Labo: story, with special expertise in English 
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normally learned before entry into formal schooling plus all the language -arts skills normally included in 
the curriculum.. Further, since fluency involves a tremendous amount of cultural knowledge, older - 


students have even more to learn.. Consequently, instructional materials for ESL must cover a lot of 

ground. To make this report manageable and useful, we have limited the ESL software considered for 

review. In identifying software, we looked for programs that: 

* _ spectfically identify ESL students as one of the target audiences; 

* focus on a linguistic activity. This eliminated many games surriculumn-based activity software (like 
math software) and simulations which many enterprising teachers have tumed into language 


learning experiences: 
* are appropriate for any proficiency level: prereaders to advanced ESL. 


- are considered appropriate for students of high school and adult age (but not for college-level 
foreign students); and 


briai comments from the reviewers. This information is presented in a companion report called P-oduct 


This summary report provides information on all 44 titles in two tables: - Table 1 includes product 
information such as price, copyright and focus, and Table 2 includes ES\ content information. Of the 
44 titles listed, we conclude this report with highlights of ten titles and one product line which we 
recommend for preview. 


Area and Focus 
We divide the programs into three areas: grammar, reading and writing, and vocabulary. Focus further 
divides area by actual content: 
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Type 

categories: drill (Dr), tutorial (Tu), game (Ga), problam solving (PrS) and utility (Ut): Though authoring 

systems could be considered teacher utilities, they were classified by how the student experienced 

them. 

* Tutoriats utorial provide the entire instructiorial cycle. 

+ Games require that students use their linguistic knowledge to develop a winning sirategy to handle 
random, timed or competetive evens. 


- Problem solving differs from games in that problem solving seeks an overall solution whereas a 
game usually produces a score from a series of repeated events: 


Reading Level 


Soine programs are originally intended for native users or at least give reference to native reading 


Proficiency Level | 

This category indicates the ESL proficiency level required by the user. In Table 2 itis given as a range 
based on the following divisions: 

+ Prereader (Pre) describes both those who are literate in their own language but not in English, and 


those who are not literate in either. It overlaps the Beginners category for those who may have 


gained a substantial degree of oral proficiency in English. 

Beginner (Beg) describes those who are in their first year of language instruction. 

* _Low-Intermediate (Low) describes those who have had a couple of years of English instruction 
while immersed in an English-speaking environment. 

* Intermediate (Int) can be typified by students who, with a full year of intensive English, would be 
ready to enter high school courses. 


* Advanced (Adv} students might be able to enter the mainstream classroom with a half year of 


ee) 


only slight modification or teacher a 

not specifically designed as ESL software.) 

Modifiable 

Programs that are modifiable (Y) come with “editors” which allow teachers to make changes in the 


program. We did not coxsider a program modifiable unless the content of the lesson could be 


changed. It was not enough only to be able to reset some of the program variables: 
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* Asis confirms that the program Is ready for ESL use as It comes out of the package. However, _- 


! 
a 
A 
S 
s 
3) 
3 
4 
: 
a 
3 
3 
a 
3 
3. 
z. 


: 
2 
a 
rf 
4p 
Hd 
g 
3 
Ci 
ri 
s 
3 
i 
a 
a) 
= 
: 


This category indicates those programs which provide the instructor wth a summary of student resul 
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TABLE1 

Title Producer Price Hardware 
eit Sc a. Second nd Language COMPress 995.00 iB 
ESE Pictu: Gessier 59.95 AP 
Grammar Genie Davidson 49.95 AP, 1B 

Nouna/Pronouns Hartley -39.95 AP, B 
Sentence Combining | Milliken 105.00 AP 
Sentence aoe u Miliken-.-- 105.00 AP 
Sentence Maker ALARegents 89.95 AP - 
Verb Usage 1, 2, 3, 4 Hartley 89.95 AP, IB 
Ve Hartley 39.95 AP, IB 
Adele's Animated Alphabet ESP__ 14.95 AP 
Capkalization. . Hartley 49.95 AP — 
Cause and Effect Hartley $9.95 AP. IB 
Fact or Opinion Hartley 39.95 AP, IB 
Figurative Language Hartley - 39:85 AP, IB_ 
Hide 'N Sequence Sunburst 69.00 AP.CO 
Language Experience Recorder Teacher Support 79.95 AP . 
M-ss-ng_L-nks Sunburst 69.00 AP, AT, CO, IB, TR 
Multiple le Meanings Hartley. . 39.95 AP. 

- Longman 87.50 AP,CO 

Reading and Writing Connection Hartley--- 49.95 AP 
Reading pescsald Series AtARegents 659.85 AP - 
Reading Strategy Series = == Prentice-Hall 250.00 AP. IB 
Who, ‘What, Where, When, Why Hartley 35.95 AP. IB 
Antonyms/Synonyms - Hartley - -- 39.95 AP, IB 
Basic Vocabulary Builder Ballard & Tighe 49.95 AP 
Compound Words & Contractions Hartley - 49.95 AP 
Elephant Ears with Spe Ballard & Tighe 49.00 AP 
Essential idioms in English AlA/Regents 119.985 AP 
Homonyms Hartley 39.95 AP, IB 
idea Cat. I, Il Ballard & Tighe 284.00 AP 
Mouse-Math Ballard & Tighe 30.00 AP -- 
Opposites. Hartley 29.95 AP, IB 
Rain Maker COMPress 75.00 AP _. 
Roots/Attixes Hartley 39.95 AP, IB 
SocLink AGS 44.95 AP 
SocMatch AGS 4435 AP 
SocMate- AGS 44.95 AP 
SocOrder AGS 44.95 AP 
SocPix - AGS 4495 AP 
SocSort..- AGS -- 44.95 AP 
Speakeasy 1~Supermarket rda/Mind Builders 9995 AP-- - 
Spell-it! son -49.95 AP,AT,CO, IB 
Vocabulary Mastery Il ALA -- 599.85 AP - 
Word Attack! Davidson 49.95 AP, AT, IB, MAC 
Key: AP: = Apple, AT- Atari, co- Commodore, B- IBM, MAC - Macintosh 


DR - Drill, GA- Game, TU - Tutorial, PRS - Probiem Solving, UT- Utility 
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Grammar 
English as Second Language 
ESL Picture Grammar 


Grammar Gremlins 
Nouna/Pronouns 
Sentence Combining | 
Sentence Combining II 
ore 


een eeoe Ver 35 
Verbs 


Reading/Writing - - 
Asses Aninated Abhabet Eee 
ization. . 


@ Experience Recorder 
M-s8-ng-L-nks = 
Muttipie & Meanings 4-6 

wart = 
Reading and Writing Connection 6 
Reading Mastery Series 3- 
Feadang Siretavy Series __ 
eee Where, When, Why 1-4 


Antonyms/Synonyms_ =-- 46 
ic Vocabulary Builder — woes 


Spaasty 1—Supermarket 
Vocabulary Mastery TT gee 
Word Attack! 4-12 
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Key: Pre - Prereader, Beg - Beginner, Low - Low-Intermediate, Int - Intermediate, Adv = Advanced 


Y- Yes, Y?- Yes, with modification, N - No 
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(in alphabetical order by topic.) 


in this final section we highlight 11 ties we think deserve a closer look. They stand out becatise most ot 
the following characteristics were apparent in each product: 


° The language content is accurate. 

* It ls appropriate for the abbreviated cultural awareness of ESL students. 

* The leaming tasks are particularly relevant to learning a second language, as opposed to formalizing 
students’ knowledge of a first language. 

* — Nonlinguistic tasks are kept to a minimum, inckiding: keyboarding skills; the interpretation of graphic 
and aural cues; inferring the focus of a task; and mastery of grammatical terminology. 


program. Ideally, the objectives and supporting theory should be explained to the teacher in the 
manual and made apparent to the Student in the program. 

+ The program is relativaly free from distracting or negative factors such as: programming bugs, hard. 
to-remember or inconsistent-commands, awkward program management tasks, irrelevant leaming 
tasks, .age-inappropriate features, unsympathetic responses to errors or errant key strokes and 
insensitivity to the linguistic ability of second language fearners. 

* Grammar and vocabulary in the directions and the support screens are not radically beyond the level 
of the items being taught in a typical second language learning syllabus. 


° The program models desirable English usage, avoiding telegraphic English such as excised articles 


and truncated sentences. 
Teachers of students can modify and create their own material. 


GRAMMAR 


Student's use of articles. The program does a good job of ignoring inadvertent typing errors. However. 
it is not flexible enough to accept alternate answers. 

Sentence Makers 

The exorises that come wih tis authoring program or those that are procced by the teacher wi gv 
students the chance to discover English sentence pattems. Words appear on the screen in 
grammatical columns, each column representing a grammatical unit in-a Sentence. Students select one 


word from each column to create santences that are grammatical and meaningful. Grammatically correct 


6 


19 
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but. meaningless. sentences are.called.to the. student's attention. In questioning the meaning of a. __ 

sentence, the program does not, however, identify where the erroris. This program offers safe, open 

exploration, encouraging self-directed leaming. It is an interesting program, both for those who like to 

move at their own pace or for those who like competition: 

Teachers of intermediate and advanced students will enjoy being able to use it immediately, without _. 

having to create exercises, word lists or the like. However. teachers of beginning students will need to 
modify or design new exercises. It is possible to purchase an optional packet of five Student Diskettes, 
allowing several students to work at once. 


READING/WRITING 


The focal point of this program is a problem-solving exercise which is an electronic variation of arranging 


i ry by 
next sentence from a choice of three.. Students must, of course, recognize the elements that bind 
coherent writing, however, since the program contains no explicit teaching or analytical routines, it 


writing the pr 
requires a teacher to make the task and the skills explict. 
The program provides passages in four styles of discourse (narration, exposition, description, and 


persuasion). Story selections come from this database of literary selections or from selections created 
using the built-in word processor. The copyable student disks allow teachers to build a large library of 


iterary selections, short and tong. 


Because use of the included literary selections assumes knowladge of writing styles particular to 
English, teacher- or student-generated selections maybe more appropriate for the lower-level ESL 


devices in various narrative styles... Wile the program does not analyze the students’ passages, peer 


SOL fenc ngt NCES. 
readability analysis (grade level) is produced fron; one of several indices. Since a database for each. 
student can be bullt, a cumulative word list is also produced... The database can be used to provide a 


given to students: 
Reading and Writing Connection Level | 


The aim of this program is to.aid.in the understanding and use of 25 phrasal and 25 clausal linking words. 
tis to the credit of the program that students must produce language rather than simply recognize ___ 
correctly linked phrases. The trade-off is that this program is less modifiable than other products by the 
same publisher.. Less is required of instructors to set it up, but more teacher monitoring will be 


necessary during its use. This is a good reinforcement activity for intermediate and advanced studenis. 


(A Level Il version is promised but no! yet available.) 
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Sentence Combining i and il 


Teachers wil find this a useful review program although it. does not teach sentence combining concepts 
combining skilis for producing written English by modeling sentence combining techniques ina visual - 


Gisplay. Students should find the program rewarding; it is simpie to operate, yet it deals with significant 
language features.- Typing skiiis are not a factor in the first two disks of each sat (I and jl). Students use. 
the arrows, space bar and number keys to rearrange the sentence paris, receiving feedback concerning 


the accuracy of their sentences. 


own-material allowing a freer.form of.response via a-miniavord processor. Students are. askedto 


VOCABULARY 
Essential idioms tn English 
This package offers practice with over 470 primarily verbal idioms._ The material is divided into 39 _ 


lessons, each offering four modes of experience with idioms: presentation, recognition, prodiiction 
and competitive recognition. All idioms are presented in a sentence for context, and all work with them 
is done in sentence contexts._The meaning of each idiom is not defined but is presented ina __ 


paraphrased “equivalent” statement. _in some-casee it would be helpful to have more explanatory 
materiai and sample sentences for each idiom upon request. 

This is one of those rare programs which allow the student to work profitably with fitie demand on the 
teacher. The programmers have considered the needs of ESL students in packaging the lessons: 
simplicity, self-explanatory graphics and relatively little teleg) 


any S00 -0ee apNics an English. However, lower level 
students may require some help reading the directions the first time. Minimal keyboarding skills are 
required and they can be picked up while using the program. 


SocMate 


This. program offers a meaningful vocabulary strengthening experience to low-intermediate and even 
advanced students in a game format. Students select from a list of four words the one word that best fits 
the missing word in.the equation."A isto B as C is to D." Working with items .like synonyms, antonyms. . 

functions, homor-"ms, categories and linear progressions, students practice reasoning skills that lead to 


competition will help wean students away frorn translating items back into their own language in order to 


Incorporating the use of an audiotape, this package presents the student with @ multisensory - 
experience. The program uses an approach to language acquisition based on the Fundamental Skills 


pmre|: 
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conversation, and hear the conversation again in intonationally accurate segments which are then _- 


background ti 
program comes ready for use and requires little teacher support while in operation. However, it does - 
presume that the teacher incorporates the material in preparatory and follow-up sessions.. The testing 
Program, which is contained.on the disk; tests the student's ability to match pictures with written words. 
or sentences. On the negative side, there is no student feedback in the testing mode and the graphic 


Vocabulary Mastery il A, B, C 


type in the word that fits the blank: As students work, a file of problem words is generated, which can be 
viewed separately. A game is also provided in which the students race the computer in filling in the 


blank. 


absolute beginners... The program operation is attractive and user friendly. Students shouldbe _ 
lel re iat the computer only looks to see if the word is the same as the one on the list currently 
ing ed. 


The Hartiey Product Line 


The Hartley Software line consists of a large number of titles which have potential ESL value, most of - 
which need some modification.The strength-of the Hartley line is that each program has an easy-to-use 
editor. The editor enables the modification of material to fit the teacher's terminology and approach, and 
to accommodate the needs and reading level of the users. Teachers may modify tutorial sections, quiz 
content, helps and responses, and the management system. In fact, the editor is 80 complete that an 
ambitious teacher could replace the entire contents of each program's database for a completely 
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ee a ae erent aaa, ORMATION 
ALA. Publications & Software 


11426 Rockville Pike... 
Rockville, Maryland 20852 


800/346- 3469 


800/328- 2560 


Ballard & Tighe. 

480 Atlas Street - - 

Brea,-California: 92621 
800/321-4332 


COMPress, Inc. 


PO.Box 102 - 


Davidson and Associates - = 
6069.Groveoak Piace,. #12 Shs 5 


Ranchos Palos Verdes, California 90247 


800/556- 6141 


Educational Software Products (ESP) 

12 BellaVista -- _ 

lowa City, lowa 52240 
319/354-3095 


Gessler Educational Software 

900 Broadway. _ - 

New York, New York 10003 
212/673-3113 


Hatley Courseware Inc: 
Bridge Street ; 
Damen, Michigan 48821 

1BDOI247-1360 


White Plains; New York 10601 
914/993-5000 


Milken Publishing Company 
PO Box 21579 


St: Louis, Missouri 63132 
314/991-4220 


Prentice-Hall; tine. - 
Englewood Clits, New Jersey 07632 
Avenue - 
» 201/592-2540 


Two Park Avenue. . 
New York,-New-York 10016 
800/822-8202 


Research Design Associates/Mind Builders 
PO Box.848 - 

Stony Brook, New York 11790 
800/654-8715 


Sunburst. Communications 

39. Washington Avenue - 
Pleasantville, New York 10570 
800/431-1934 


Teacher Support Software, Inc. 

PO Box-7125 

Gainesville, Florida 32605 
800/228-2871 


Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 
= =Dr. Robert R: Rath, Executive Director _ 


MISSION The Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory (NWREL) is an independent, ‘ronprofit research and 
development institution:established in 1966 to assist education, government; community agencies: business and 
labor in.improving quality and-equality in educational programms and processes by: 


© Developing and disseminating effective educationa! products and procedures 


® Conducting research on educational needs and problems 
e Providing technical assistance in educational problem solving 


© Evaluating e 


Of educational programs and projects _ 


© Providing t training i in educational planning, management, evaluation and instruction. 


© Serving as an information resource on effective educational programs and processes including networking 
among educational agencies, institutions and individuals in the region 
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